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HOVERING

High above land and water, Aerial Photographer
Joanna Steidle searches for intriguing scenes and
often-overlooked perspectives to reveal a body of

works that’s both captivating and purposeful

above—a vantage point afforded to very few.

For Joanna Steidle, Drone Pilot and Aerial
Photographer, this is her art form. “Being able to
view Mother Nature from above is such a gift and
capturing her in that way is one of my biggest joys
in life,” reflected Steidle.

I t’s a unique perspective to view wildlife from

In 2015, Steidle began flying small nonautomated
drones and quickly turned her hand to a camera
drone to explore her fascination with the land and
oceans. “Things that may look average at ground
level can really come alive from a top-down view,”
she said. Now, as the only female DJI Creator in the
U.S., Steidle has captured intriguing landscapes,
marine life and even sports from the air.

For the Hamptons-based artist, her nature
collection is a striking visual journey that captures
moments of movement—shark feeding frenzies,
crashing waves and veining waterways—in serene
frames. “Long Island is a relatively flat land, so I
always like challenging myself to seek beauty in
more subtle forms.” And it elicits the sort of feeling
that can only come with flying.

When it comes to conservation work, few may
consider the role drone photography plays in its
evolution. Yet Steidle remains hopeful that by
sharing the beauty of land and ocean, she will inspire
others to protect the planet. “Drone technology
is not only changing how we can observe nature,
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but it’s really transforming the overall approach
to conservation and scientific research,” shared
Steidle, who supports organizations like Prints for
Wildlife, a nonprofit dedicated to bolstering nature
and wildlife conservation. As a certified drone pilot
and lover of nature, Steidle doubles down on how
essential it is to respect the natural landscapes and
wildlife while flying. “I try to ensure that when my
drone is in the sky there are no deleterious effects
of my presence.”

In tandem with this is her mission to help
women rise through the ranks in drone photo-
graphy. Crediting her own artistic mentorship
journey, Steidle commits to empowering women to
have equal opportunities as aerial photographers.
“There are plenty of us in the community who are
honored to help share our knowledge. Individual
growth leads to community growth,” she affirmed.
As a member of Women and Drones, Steidle also
provides women who are starting their careers with
trusted information and flying tips to “shorten the
learning curve.”

Aside from her many accolades—including being
named the International Aerial Photographer
of the Year 2025 on top of numerous features in
National Geographic and the BBC—Steidle insists
she’s only just beginning: “I'm never done learning
and my work will always be evolving, just like our
beautiful world.”

WORDS Amber Hunter.

“Swan Petals.” A top-down
perspective of swans
feeding on grain
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Above: “The Gateway.” A
spinner shark hunting in a
school of menhaden fish

Right: “Gliding in Jade.”
A green turtle along its
journey in jade-colored
waters

Opposite: “A Whale’s
Smile.” A rare top-down
perspective of a humpback
whale lunge feeding
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This page: “Concerto.” A fever
of cownose rays bursting
into the light in the Atlantic
Ocean

Opposite: “Motherhood 11.” A
mother dolphin guiding her
calf with a watchful eye

“Drone technology is not
only changing how we can
observe nature, but it’s really

transforming the overall

approach to conservation
and scientific research.”
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